Page No. 
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on Monday 18th January 2021 at 1900hrs via Zoom Online
www.littlecomptonpc.org

Present :  Cllr Ian Robinson (IR -Chair), Cllr Graeme Evans (GE),  Cllr Andrew Lukas (AL), Cllr Sarka Wilde (SW)  and Sarah Elliott (SE – Clerk), District Cllr Sarah Whalley-Hoggins
 
1.	Declarations of Interest :	  Cllr G Evans has applied for permitted development for change of use of front garden to single parking space.

2.	Apologies for Absence :	from Cllr Rachel Righton 

3.	Minutes of last Meeting held 16th November 2020 :  Proposed by AL and seconded by IGR to be an accurate record and will be signed by the Chair and filed.

4.	Matters Arising from minutes of last meeting and not included elsewhere on the agenda  :	Clerk to follow up with Cllr RR about the contribution towards a memorial bench.

5.	Reports from District and County Cllrs :   SWH reported : consultation regarding increase (25%) in parking charges and change to payment by  card only; deletion of permit parking for over 65’s.  Consultation re gypsy and traveller sites.  Notice of green waste bin collection fees to be introduced in April 2021, £40 per bin with reduction for residents to £35.  There may also be increase in council taxes – this item being discussed currently by Stratford District Council.    More information available on Stratford District Council website – please feel free to email your concerns on any of the above issues to Cllr S Whalley-Hoggins  
	Cllr SWH also discussed the issues around using current premises as polling stations for local elections in view of current Covid restrictions and that instruction will be sent out regarding the criteria required, eg having separate entrance and exit.  Note :  Little Compton does have a separate fire exit at the rear of the building.  Most people will be encouraged to use postal or proxy vote.  The next elections due to take place are in May for 1. County Councillor and 2. Police and Crime Commissioner. 

6.	Questions from the Public :  There were none.  
.	The Playground :	Andrew Lukas has rechecked the playground equipment and has already sourced two of the main beams (special playground timber which he will collect) for replacement as reported (at a cost of £50 each).  He has checked the swing and whilst he is prepared to take out a link at the seat, does not find the top ‘bushes’ to be worn at all.  Both IGR and GE offered assistance to AL to re-check the equipment and make the necessary repairs.    	(AL/IGR/GE to action)
 
8.  	Village Maintenance :	Tenders for maintenance of grass verges and cemetery have been received and were compared.  Councillors were impressed with the work done by the current contractors (Lawns to Mow) and their quote was the most favourable so they have been awarded the contract for both mowing verges and cemetery maintenance.  The clerk will inform all parties of this outcome.  
			Cllr AL asked if there is anything that can be done to alleviate the water flooding out of the ditch and onto the road which runs around the village between Malthouse and Drivers Lane during periods of heavy rainfall.  IGR said that previously it had been looked at but there was not enough of the verge to expand the ditch further but it is good practice to keep the vegetation cut down and allow better flow of rainwater.  
			Cllr SW wanted to discuss the flooding of the A44 by the garage and asked if this can be improved in any way.  GE said County Highways department has a ‘flood alert’ reporting system.    Cllr SW also asked about the availability of sandbags within the village for residents to use when required.  IGR pointed out that the village has had risk assessment done twice by appropriate ‘flood defences’ group and that a stream runs under the A44 at the point where the garage is situated and it is too costly to do groundworks to alter the stream-flow.  Cllr SWH at this point offered contact details of S Thompkins, Asst Dir Environment Services at WCC and if photographs can be included in email correspondence to back up the claims as evidence so much the better.  She pointed out that rivers cannot be diverted but other situations may have solutions, eg surface water flow can be alleviated by use of sandbags.      
			Cllr IGR then discussed the availability of sandbags currently kept at Redlands Farm, although the farmer has asked for the sand to be removed from his property if possible.  GE stated that the sand is kept in two large containers for taking by any resident who wants/needs it.  Councillors discussed various options of keeping the sand elsewhere – one suggestion was that we ask the Manor House if they can accommodate the sand.  The council would also then look to obtain the bags to fill and have ready for use.  			For action by all
			Cllr IGR also talked about the grates at various intervals along the stream-path becoming blocked and thus causing flood issues and therefore for the garage to check the stream further along the route and see if it is free-running or needs to be cleared.  
			Councillors then discussed the icy sections of the road around the village; there are salt bins available for spreading and Cllr SWH suggested purchasing a salt-spreader for this job.  There is a problem with the particular corner at Langstone Farm because of natural springs further up the land; maybe raised areas using sandbags is a solution to redirect this excess water.  

9.	Cemetery :	AL noted the forthcoming burial of Mr Bill Bamford on 29th January 2021.  			(Clerk to action)

10.	Footpaths and Bridleways :  The Footpaths are still extremely muddy.

11.	Financial :  
	Budget was discussed :	The large items of planned expenditure will be split out of the budget into a separate capital spending account (eg the bus shelter and the road speed signs and a memorial bench).  This will show grants given by other organisations and will be taken out of reserves.  After discussion we agreed to set the precept at £7,500 an increase on last year to keep in line with inflation.   Proposed by IGR and seconded by GE.  
	Clerk is booked onto a course “year end accounting” at a cost of £18.00 this  was authorised by the members of the council.  
	For minutes, the allowance from SDC will be paid over the next three weeks (usually paid in December).  
	Charges for late admission of year-end accounts to be queried by clerk, but if not waived by Littlejohn accounts, will be paid – approved by IGR and GE.



12.	Planning Applications :	
	Langstone Farm:  Storage sheds : this is agricultural purpose and there were no objections.  
	Compton Graze:  Tennis Court :  there were no objections to this application from councillors.

13.	Any Other Business :	Wall at Well Cottage :  built without planning permission.  Cllr AL feels that this should be brought to attention of planning department.  Cllr SW has discussed this with the owner and stated that he should obtain permission.  District Cllr SW-H suggested we put this forward to enforcement office at SDC Planning.  However, she did say that the response is not always swift.  Councillors agreed that if a formal application isn’t made then it will be brought to the attention of SDC Planning enforcement. Cllr SW will again speak to the businessman concerned and advise him of the above conversations at council meeting.
			Ann Hanks who attended the meeting asked if any member of the council would be willing to be representative for the Village Hall Committee.  After short discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will be the point of contact for correspondence and each councillor will in turn attend their meetings (monthly) wherever possible.
		
 
Date of next meeting :  Monday 15th March 2021 
This would also include the Annual Parish Meeting held before the council meeting. 
With no other business the meeting closed at 20:18 hours




PROPOSED DATES FOR COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE YEAR 2021

These will continue to be held through ZOOM communication online.
Any resident wishing to attend the meetings is welcome to join via the link which can be found below, or at the bottom of the AGENDA posted usually one week before the meeting on the Notice Board.


January	Monday	18th	7pm
February	--	No Meeting
March	Monday	15th	7pm
Note : The Annual Parish Meeting will take place before this meeting.
April	--	No Meeting 
May	Monday	17th	7pm
June	--	No Meeting
July		Monday 	19th	7pm
August	--	No Meeting
September	Monday	20th	7pm
October	--	No Meeting
November	Monday 	15th	7pm
December	--	No Meeting

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6227798286?pwd=ME16YnUvMkh6YURhZEJlZnhPWEI1QT09

Meeting ID: 622 779 8286
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